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1. FINANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT

Veer Singh Mangoo, Roleen Village, Mithi , Tharparkar, Sindh

"The only thing that overcomes hard luck is hard work."
— American writer, Harry Golden

The low tax base and poor collection of taxes from corporate sector, have led to the un availability
of funds for provision of essential services , which is reflected through a meagre percentage of
GDP is allocated to meet the budgetary requirement for sectors such as Education, Health and
social protection. In 2013 public spending on education was 2.1% of GDP and public spending on
health was 1% of GDP in 2013, making Pakistan one of the lowest spenders worldwide. Thus to
increase finance for development, to tackle extreme inequality and poverty, to empower citizens
and to increase financial inclusion, Indus Consortium with the financial and technical support of
Oxfam in Pakistan launched STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP DIALOGUE AND DISSENT for Finance for
Development project. The five year (April 2016 – December 2020). The project aims to support
Federal and Punjab Province governments to gradually increase pubic allocations on education,
health & social protection and ensure efficient utilization of allocated resources.

1.1 TAX JUSTICE
COALITION (TJC) – GIVING
VOICE TO THE VOICELESS
Tax Justice Coalition, an independent body claiming space for influencing by fighting
inequalities in Pakistan is one of the many successful interventions by Indus Consortium to end
extreme inequalities by generating voices at the grassroots level on inequitable fiscal policies in
Pakistan.
The Coalition comprises representatives from 50 Civil Society Organisations, labour unions,
activists and journalists from Sindh and Punjab provinces and from Islamabad at the federal
level. It has been leading the national movement in Pakistan since 2014 to end extreme
inequalities in the country.
Formed in 2014, the Coalition works to generate debate on tax injustice and inequalities and
works with a wide array of stakeholders, local communities and institutions from across
Pakistan.
The Coalition has been instrumental in furthering Oxfam’s global EvenItUp campaign and for
driving a nationwide discourse for making Pakistan Tax Fair.
With Oxfam’s 5-year long support to Tax Justice Coalition has payed off. In 2019/20 they
organized 25 public forums engaging 2,470 citizens and 20 community leaders, and a (digital)
public campaign, Ain Illaj reaching over 7.2 million people. Citizens started sending complaints to
the health ministry and a petition was signed more than 125,000 times. As a result, the
government announced a national policy to ensure affordable medicines. In 2020/21, it lead
“Drop the debt, Not Health” offline as well as online campaign. The digital campaign had reach
1,124,054 people, whereas mainstream media space was attracted by 14 leading English newspapers
including Dawn and Business Recorder and 81 Sindhi and Urdu newspapers. CSOs organized 23 peoples’
assemblies engaging 1336 citizens along with parliamentarians, Ex- Nazims and other
government officials. All signed petitions and the letters were written to G-7 countries embassies
and Prime Minsiter to waive off Pakistan’s one year debt due to COVID pandemic, which should
be preferably invested in public health. G-20 countries rescheduled the debt payment of $1.8
billion of Pakistan by the end of December 2020.
For its sustainability, Tax Justice Coalition developed its 5 year strategic plan in its annual meeting
in 2020.

1.2 COVID RESPONSE
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was
the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was
the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.” Charles Dickens
Before this pandemic, nobody knew that this magical narration by Charles Dickens in A Tale of Two Cities will be the
Tale of All Cities! But we all know how to change vicious into virtuous through support, team work and empathy!
Indus Consortium in collaboration with Tax Justice Coalition, Oxfam and Unilever provided the urgent emergency
assistance in two phases during the peak pandemic months of July, August and September 2020. 3,800 poor and
needy Households in Punjab and Sindh were provided 1,9218 soaps. The representative of Tax Justice Coalition (TJC)
also delivered lectures on the SOPs, awareness session regarding the COVID19 impacts, preventive measure and
showed hand washing demos to the students in government schools in 26 districts of Sindh and Punjab provinces.
100,000 Masks and 73750 Soaps were distributed among the students and staff of government schools and 1000
PPE’s were distributed among doctors at isolation centers of COVID19.
Phase - I

Total Soaps: 19218

Total Families:
3800

Phase - II

Total Soaps: 73750

Total Masks:
100,000

Date: July & August, 2020

PPE Suits:
1000

Date: July &
August, 2020

Location: Sindh
& Punjab,
Pakistan
Location: Sindh
& Punjab,
Pakistan

1.3 AIN ILLAJ HEALTH CAMPAIGN ON ACCESS TO
AFFORDABLE MEDICINES

The health campaign Ain Elaj - Sasti Dawai Chahiye (Access to Affordable
Medicines) was launched in 2019 to address the national crisis of medicine
price hike in Pakistan. The campaign aimed to influence the Drug Regulatory
Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) to reverse SRO 1610 which had resulted in the price hike of essential
drugs list.
This campaign launched an online petition to
be signed by 100,000 citizens to influence
DRAP to take the desired action. Signing of
petition was paralleled with different online
and offline mobilization activities, health
study launch and policy advocacy.
The campaign extensively mobilized over
250,000 citizens both online and offline for
the petition. Frontline doctors, medical staff, legislators and media extended their support
through online petitions and media. The campaign interventions were successful in targeting
young people and students across provincial capitals to generate young voices on the subject.

1.3.1 PUBLIC FORA & MEDIA CAMPAIGN
The campaign received over 250,000 signed petitions through online platforms demanding that
DRAP reverse the price hike notification. Members of the Tax Justice Coalition organized 25 public
forums across Sindh and Punjab to engage
citizen voices for the reverse of the price
hike. These public forums received huge
coverage by mainstream print, and
electronic media at local and national
level. Moreover, over 800 students
participated in mobilization sessions from
17 universities to mobilise fellow students
on the impacts of the medicine price hike.
Several online activities were conducted to sensitize citizens to voice their concerns on the effects
of the price hike on their day to day lives. Over 3000 people shared their pictures with the tag
#SastiDawayiChahye on their palms, as symbolic awareness rising on the cause. Over 10

journalists and bloggers wrote exclusive articles, columns and blogs on medicines price hike and
poor economic conditions due to unfair tax polices of government.
Over 2 million citizens contributed to the cause of the Ain-Illaj campaign claiming the reverse in
drug price hike. The campaign generated over 10 million impressions (engagement measured
through responses, likes, shares and comments).

1.3.1 SUCCESS STORY
The campaign, with its influencing agenda was successful in generating public voice across
Pakistan. As a result of directly engaging citizens to voice their concerns and demand SRO reverse
from DRAP, the National Accountability Board (NAB) took notice of the issue in June 2019 and
decided to hold an investigation against the former Federal Minister for health Amir Mehmood
Kiani for issuing the medicine price SRO 1610. DRAP immediately controlled the illegal prices
hikes upto 500 percent after the SRO.

1.4 DROP THE DEBT, NOT
HEALTH CAMPAIGN

“Apart from containing the virus and dealing with
the economic crisis, our biggest worry now is the
people dying of hunger," said Imran Khan, prime minister of Pakistan in a televised plea to
international donors asking debt relief for developing countries like Pakistan.
Indus Consortium under the umbrella of TJC ran a successful campaign “Drop the Debt, Not
Health” in October 2020 with the outcomes of:



Creating citizens platform through 23 Citizens’ Assemblies to raise their voice on debt
cancellation with parliamentarian and government of Pakistan.
Organizing Digital campaign to reach out five million population of Pakistan to demand
debt cancelation.

CAMPAIGN’S SUCCESS
G-20 countries rescheduled the debt payment of $1.8
billion of Pakistan by the end of December 2020

1.4.1 CITIZENS ASSEMBLIES & MAINSTREAM MEDIA
Tax Justice Coalition (TJC) Pakistan organized 23 citizens’ assemblies in Sindh and Punjab
province of Pakistan during the month of October 2020 participated by 1336 people ( males:
1010, females: 326) including parliamentarians including representatives of provincial as well as
national assemblies, parliamentary secretaries, Ex- Nazims and naib nazims, government officials,
advocates, civil society representatives, doctors, teachers, students, youth and women leaders,
minorities and people with disabilities, journalists, trade unions and representatives of academic
institutions.
Petition board was developed with the statement for endorsement in local languages and English duly signed by
participants to show their commitment and solidarity with the demands of debt cancellation campaign.

Briefing paper/ press release were more than 140 hits in mainstream, English, Urdu and regional electronic and print
media. The news was covered by 23 electronic media channels and Youtube channels , whereas it was widely
published in 14 leading English newspapers including Dawn and Business Recorder and 81 Sindhi and Urdu
newspapers.

1.3.2 DIGITAL CAMPAIGN

29 male and female social media active bloggers and v-loggers from Islamabad, Karachi and Lahore were trained
to join hands in Drop the Debt, Not Health Campaign. More than one million social media reach through twitter
trend, instagram, facebook and youtube marked it as a successful campaign.
(Pie Chart)

Sr.

Social Media Analytics

Total

1

Impressions

272,600

2

Engagement

8,34,565

3

Comments

3000

4

Shares

2500

Reactions

12000

Newspapers/Blogs/Writeups

25

5

Urdu: 12
English:8
Sindhi: 5
6

#DropTheDebtNotHealth social media posts

31,100

7

YouTube shows

24

8

Views

50,000

9

FM Shows

3

10

Campaign Social Media Reach

1,124,054

SUCCESS STORY

Public assemblies, IEC material, mainstream media engagement, digital media activism helped to
develop the environment of support to the narrative of Government regarding debt cancelation
by IFIs due to COVID pandemic and raise the public ask to invest that money in public health. TJC
wrote letters to the ambassadors of G-7 countries, World Bank and ADB country offices in
Pakistan and the PM of Pakistan to cancel the debt and invest that money preferably on citizens’
health. The campaign got successful results when by the end of December 2020, G-20 countries
have rescheduled the debt payment of $1.8 billion. Indus Consortium got the positive response
in black and white by the American Embassy, in which they mentioned that “United States
government has granted $128 million in debt suspension to Pakistan under the Debt Service
Suspension Initiative (DSSI). The DSSI allows developing countries to suspend debt payments to
Paris Club and G20 governments so they can channel scarce resources toward COVID-19
responses. This agreement will create tangible, rapid benefits for Pakistan, and is reflective of our
bilateral partnership during this challenging time.”

1.4

KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS & REPORT LAUNCHES

COVID pandemic has turned the world into a
virtual globe. Indus Consortium and Tax
Justice Coalition, under F4D project,
produced a good number of knowledge
products and organized the virtual launches
of:
The Civil Society Budget Statement
to examine the budget in relation
with pro-poor spending and revenue
generation with the lens of regressive and progressive approaches. The findings revealed
that the budget isn’t much different from the past or even gone worse due to corona
pandemic and lock down. Damage done in the last year seems to be irreversible as our
economy recorded a 62-year lowest GDP -0.4%. The budget of this year was as usual in
terms of allocations. Socio-economic development has not received much attention even
in the pandemic public health is still neglected and education sector still need more
attention however, as usual lion share of budget goes to debt and defense .
2. Commitment to Reducing Inequality Index (CRII) report launched to generate this
discourse in the context of Pakistani
society. The report talked about 158
indicators of CRII. Mr. Mustafa Talpur,
Inequality Campaign Lead – Asia,
Oxfam International presented the
facts of commitment to reducing
inequality report. Mr. Riaz Fatyana
MNA (PTI) , the guest speaker) said
that the government policy has
focused on women rights like equal
pay and creating more seats for females in parliament.
3. Access to Quality Health Services at Public Facilities and Healthcare Financing in
Pakistan report conducted by Economic Department of Lahore University of
Management Sciences (LUMS). The report revealed that over the past three decades,
overall health quality in Pakistan has steadily declined, which is represented by the
increase in overall disease burden in the country. It concluded that due to the absence of
an effective regulator, the fee structure is frequently revised to allow healthcare
providers to take advantage of their monopoly power. This lack of effective price
1.

regulation on health services is partly to blame for the mushrooming growth of the private
health sector.
4. Exploring the Extent of Selected Dimensions of Inequality report was launched in
collaboration with Oxfam in Pakistan and Pakistan
Economic Department of Lahore University of
Management Sciences (LUMS). The report explored
five selected dimensions of income inequality and its
interaction with wealth, wage inequality, inequality of
opportunity,
intergenerational
mobility
and
nutritional inequality. It revealed that the rising
income and wealth inequality has strong implications on quality of food consumption, as
in the past few decades, dietary patterns have changed due to changes in incomes, food
processing and globalization.
5. Fair Tax Monitor (FTM) report of Pakistan has recorded
only three episodes of growth acceleration since 1960,
when GDP per capita exceeded 3% per annum (1963-66,
1980-83 and 2004-07). The report said Pakistan faces the
daunting challenge of mobilizing domestic revenues for
creating the fiscal space to support much needed human
development of millions of its population. It revealed
that Pakistan’s tax to GDP ratio has hovered at around
10% for the last decade. He said an estimated 55% of the
total resources came from indirect and direct taxes in
2016-17.

Reduction in GST on Restaurant Food Makes Eating Out Fun!
Since 2019, the people of Islamabad can enjoy decent meals at a
significantly less price. This was possible when the Government of
Pakistan brought down the General Sales Tax (GST) on prepared food
items from 17% to 7.5% in the federal capital city of Islamabad, giving
everyone a chance to enjoy eating out with their friends and families at
their favorite restaurants without having to worry about the hefty food bills.
The GST reduction has the potential of benefitting over one million
population of Islamabad. Projects like Finance for Development can bring
such worthy changes in the lives of people!

1.5 IMPACT WORKSHOP
Indus Consortium & Oxfam organized a three day workshop to evaluate the impact of the Finance for Development
(F4D) project from 21st December to 23rd December, 2020 in Lahore. The three day event was arranged as follows:






On the first day, after the introductory session, representatives from the partner institutions gave
presentations on the activities, achievements and the challenges they faced during their journey with
Oxfam on F4D.
On the second day, partners reflected on:
o How much have they internalized learnings from the project;
o Their perspective of Oxfam;
o Which components of the project synchronized and which ones did not synchronized with their
area of expertise?
On the final day, partners presented their view on:
o How the Economic Affair Division’s (EAD) regulations affected them?
o How to sustain the Tax Justice Coalition?
o Presented success stories of their activities.
o Discussed which components should they retain without any change and which components
should they amend given a chance to do the project again.

2. ENHANCING the RESILIENCE of ECONOMY for
GREEN RECOVERY in PAKISTAN

Indus Consortium with the collaboration of European Climate Foundation (ECF) is implementing
“Enhancing the resilience of economy for Green Recovery in Pakistan” project in Pakistan. The
initiative is designed to,




Create dialogue on sustainable finance in Pakistan
Working with federal and Provincial departments to track the budget allocation priorities
on Green Budgeting in Pakistan
Establish a, vibrant national network of civil society organizations to engage them for
clean and green plantation campaign and sustainable finance.

2.1 CREATE DIALOGUE ON SUSTAINABLE FINANCE IN
PAKISTAN
Indus consortium has conducted research on sustainable finance in Pakistan by focusing on
financing of banks in energy sector. The report has listed the project of banks in energy sector
along its segregation in fossil fuel based projects and clean energy projects. Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) is one of the largest Chinese owned multinational banks. Owned
by the Chinese Ministry of finance. ICBC is ranked first in the Top 1000 World Banks by Tier 1
2021 ranking. ICBC ranked as world’s largest bank in 2017 and in 2018 in term of total assets
surpassing US $4027.44 billion. Industrial and Commercial Bank of China employs a total of
439,787 worldwide 1. The bank has established three branches in Pakistan and is major investor
in Chinese Economic Power Corridor (CPEC) energy projects of the country.

ICBC is the 14th largest bank in Pakistan Ranked in term of assets accumulation and while
lending to other financial institutions. Following is a list of ICBC’s major investments in
Pakistan:
Project Details

Cost of Project

Syndicated/Sole loan

Thar Coal and Power2

$ 1.46 Billion

Syndicated loan3

Dawood Wind Power

$ 31.2 Million

Syndicated loan

Sachal Wind Power Project 5

$ 107 Million

ICBC (Sole loan)

Sahiwal Coal-Fired Power

$ 1.44 Billion

Syndicated Loan

$ 1.35 Billion

Syndicated Loan

Project4

Station6
Suki Kinari Hydro Project 7

Located 400 km from the provincial capital Karachi and spread over 95.5 sq.km, TCB-II was
allocated to Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company (SECMC). SEMC is mainly sponsored by the
Government of Sindh (GoS) and Engro PowerGen Limited (EPL) while other affiliates include Thal
Limited (House of Habib), Habib Bank Limited, Hub Power Company (Hub Co) and China
Machinery Engineering Corporation (CMEC)

These two banks have been identified to engage with them in the project and make them realized
that these banks should respect to the UN guiding principles on business and human rights, Green
banking guidelines of state bank of Pakistan and Equator principles signed by many banks.

2.2

TRACKING OF GREEN BUDGETING

The cumulative total of development and non-development budget allocations for climate
change, transport and energy for two years 2018-19 and 2019-20 reveals an increased allocation
for the ministry of climate change and energy allocations. Climate change allocations increased
Rs. 412 million in 2018-19 to Rs. 8075 million in the year 2019-20. This demonstrates the priorities
of the new government which came into power in 2018. Despite a sharp increase in the climate
change budget, it remained 0.1 percent of the total federal allocations in the year 2019-20.
The overall allocation for transport sector remained more or less same, but again a sharp rise in
the energy allocations which were Rs. 68,503 million in 2018-19 and went to Rs. 308,392 million.
A major portion in both energy and transport is allocated for non-development expenditure,
which indicates a much higher recurring cost of these two sectors than adding any new
infrastructure or projects. While the sharp increase in the development outlay under climate
changes shows new development projects in this area which is a positive sign.
Indus consortium will engage with relevant departments for advocacy initiatives to make them
realize that they continue to allocate resources for green projects which will enable Pakistan to
achieve its national targets and global commitments.

2.3

ESTABLISH GROW GREEN NETWORK PAKSITAN

Indus Consortium formed a network of CSOs from Sindh and Punjab provinces of Pakistan. 20
CSOs (10 from each province) were identified as per developed criteria of working on CC,
environment, RE and having physical presence and work experience with government and
communities in the mentioned districts. A meeting for the formation of Network was organized
in February 2021. The name “Grow Green Network, Pakistan", logo, structure, and ways of
working of the network have been finalized in the meeting. A two- day capacity building
workshop was organized on 16 & 17 February 2021. As an outcome of the workshop, the network
members finalized action plan, developed a process of conducting awareness session of
community leaders on Renewable energy, environment campaigns, environment laws, the role
of banks in emission base energy and campaign.

Awareness Raising among Communities on Green Recovery through CBOs Trainings
697 community advocates including 492 males and 205 females are trained on Climate Change,
Renewable Energy, Green Recovery, Green Development, Debt Cancellation and Green Financing
by 20 CSOs in Sindh and Punjab.

Outcome of session.




697 community advocates including 492 males and 205 females are trained on Climate
Change, Renewable Energy, Green Recovery, Green Development, Debt Cancellation and
Green Financing.
Charter of Demand endorsed by the community members.





2.4

Informal action plans developed by the trained community
members to strengthen the Green Recovery and Green
Development campaign at community level. Good media coverage
to highlight Green Recovery, Green Development and Green
Financing perspective in print and social media to raise mass
awareness.
Tree Plantation Campaign was combined with the sessions by the
CSOs. At the end of the sessions, most of the CSOs did tree
plantation with the support of local district administration,
agriculture and forest departments. This can also strengthen
the networking of CSOs with government departments.

REGIONAL NETWORKING

Linkages with the re-course have been developed in terms of their support in fair finance work
in green recovery project. It oriented IC and its network members in detail on WB’s CPF process.
With the support of Recourse, Indus Consortium developed linkages with NGO Forum on ADB.

IC hosted the virtual session of NGO Forum on ADB on Asian Development Bank (ADB)
safeguard and energy policies on March 17, 2021 in which all members of Grow Green
Network, Pakistan participated virtually.

Active Participation in World Bank’s CPF Process: It is for the first time, that the civil society of
Pakistan was consulted during CPF by the WB on large scale as 70 CSOs participated in the
process.
Indus Consortium agreed to take the lead on CPF process from Tara Partners Pakistan and send
the well drafted letter having input from all Tara partners, recourse and duly endorsed by more
than 60 CSOs to the WB's Country Director Mr. Najy Benhasine. His office acknowledged the
letter and updated the website regarding schedule of online civil society consultation. Bank
acknowledged the suggestions submitted by Indus consortium through email and incorporated
Indus consortium in future correspondence to update about the final document of CPF. 6.
IC is in coordination with world bank regarding final CPF document to monitor either is
recommendations has been incorporated in the document and how these recommendations will
be translated in projects and programs.

2.5

WORLD EARTH DAY CELEBRATION

On 21 April an earth day was organized virtually aligned with Leaders’ Climate Summit,
participated by 50 CSOs of Pakistan where the role of banks in green recovery was discussed.
The program was live on Indus Consortium Learning Group on Facebook, which has 6.4K
members. The post reach recorded as 1.6K

