Right to Information in India
India has in recent years made a certain level of
progress in granting basic rights and entitlement
to its citizens. Recent examples include the “Right
to Education” agreed in 2010, and the “Right of
Food” which was discussed in 2010 in the Indian
Parliament.
Poor people in India discovered that they are
paying taxes on everything from matchboxes to
rice, and with the slogan “we will know, we will
live” they demanded to see the government's
accounts. Initially the people were declined this
accesses to inancial information, but during the
2005 campaign for the “Right to information” tax
campaigners seized the opportunity to demand
clarity on government income and expenditure.
With the passing of the right to information Bill,
citizen in India are now entitled to know how their
tax money is spent and they are using this
knowledge to challenge existing tax policies. The
central government's tax system in India has a
plethora of exemptions that have resulted in huge
amounts of revenue for gone by the government
every year –in 2009\10 this was estimated by the
central government's Ministry of Finance to reach
more than 5 trillion rupees (approximately
US$110 billion) or 8 per cent of India's GDP.
Because of the increased transparency that the
Right to Information brought about, India tax
campaigners are now able to call for all tax
exemptions to commerce and industry to be
justi ied and for those exemptions that cannot be
justi ied to be withdrawn.
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VAT campaigns the Philippines and Sierra Leone

The Philippines
In the early 1990s, the Filippino Freedom from Debt
Coalition (FDC) protested against the Philippine
government's plans to expand VAT on a range of items,
including on pesticides, which would have raised
production costs for small farmers who were
powerless to pass on the burden to traders and millers.
Citizen argued that the VAT violated the Philippine
constitution, which states that 'congress shall evolve a
progressive system of taxation ' (Article VI, Section
28). However, despite a strong campaign against the
tax, the VAT law was passed in Congress. Initially the
FDC's focus was mainly on the debt problem and how
the government should address it in a just and ef icient
manger. But the introduction of VAT, which was in
response to IMF, World Bank and Asian Development
Bank loan conditions, triggered the FDC to get involved
tax campaigns –as they saw that the unjust tax and the
debt problem were inseparable. The FDC launched a
Citizen's Tax Reform Seminar, and since then has been
actively involved in engaging the government in tax
reform campaigns.

Sierra Leone
In 2010, following the implementation of GST in Sierra
Leone, a broad range of civil society groups, including
networks and coalitions (from health and agriculture
to animal welfare, education and mining), met to
challenge the imposition of the GST as a regressive
government policy and to plan tax advocacy and
research. The forum developed and published the
'Freetown Declaration on Tax and Development'
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Brazil's regressive tax system
Tax collection in Brazil has been increasing and
Brazil's tax take now rivals that of developed
countries. However research by both government and
civil society shows that the poor pay substantially
more of their income in taxes that the rich. It is
estimated that every families- those earning only up to
two minimum salaries a month-spend around 48.8 per
cent of their income on taxes. Richer families- those
earning more than 30 minimum salaries- are
estimated to spend only 26.3 per cent of their income
taxes.
Brazil's income tax is a key part of the problem. Tax
concessions are common and the income tax burden
on the richest has actually been reduced in the last
decade. Various reforms have also brought in new tax
breaks for companies. In 1995 the government passed
a law reducing the rate of corporate tax from 25 per
cent to 15 per cent as well as bringing in a number of
exemptions from corporate income taxes. Brazilian
civil society organisation (CSO) INESC has calculated
that the amount of tax revenue foregone as a result of
these generous tax concessions to businesses is
around US$15.5 billion annually. In additions, the
5,000 richest families in Brazil own property worth
and estimated 40 per cent of the country's gross
domestic product (GDP), yet property taxes continue
to be neglected as a viable- an equitable- source of tax
revenue. Progressive tax reform in Brazil is long
overdue
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Budget Monitoring in Ghana
A Ghanaian NGO called the integrated Social
Development Centre (ISODEC) has worked on social
justice and human rights issues since its start in 1987.
ISODEC recognized the importance of monitoring
government budgets as part of this agenda so it set up
the Centre for Budget Advocacy (CBA). CBA conducts
research and analysis of the budget and the economy,
including examination of the eﬀects of revenue policies
on the poor, at both the national and local levels. CBA
also conducts training on budget issues for government
of icials and civil society organizations in Ghana and
neighboring countries. CBA has organized public
meetings in each of Ghana's 10 regions to solicit views
from citizens about the budget, to create awareness of
the budget as an important development tool, and to
foster a budget dialogue among diﬀerent stakeholders
in the country.
Tax work has been a key component of CBA's work since
it was founded. One of its irst tax- related activities was
the publication of a 'Taxation in Ghana Made Simple'
guide, which was widely disseminated among civil
society organizations engaged in budget advocacy and
analysis as well as to ordinary citizens. The guide is now
used by the Ghana Institute of Management and Public
Administration as a textbook for a irst degree course in
Taxation.
CBA also began including analysis of the government's
annual budget submission. For instance, in 2005, CBA
commented on the reduction in corporate income taxes
and shortcomings in tax administration, which force
the country to rely heavily on aid. CBA has criticised the
government for continually reducing the income tax
and relying more heavily on regressive consumptions
taxes.
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Malawi- a road out of dependency
The Mponela to Ntchisi road built with government
funds from 2005-2007 was the irst major road built
by the government using domestic revenue rather
than external inancing. The road from Ntchisi
connects to the M1 at Mponela. Mponela and Ntchisi
are districts that have a high level of agricultural
activities and the access to the markets through the M1
has been made easy. Donors had refused to fund the
road, arguing that it was not an economic priority.
However, the government viewed the road as an
important social service that would enable people to
travel in the raining season and farmers to more
aﬀordably travel to the market to sell their goods.
Because the government used the country's own
domestic resources, this diﬀerence of opinion did not
matter- they did not need any permission to build this
road. Moreover, this road was built faster than other
roads inanced through donor aid and loans, such as
the Chiipa to Karonga road. Because the resources
were already there, the authorities had greater
lexibility to get the road constructed more quickly.
The road will also make it easy for locals to access
quality healthcare from the referral Kamuzu Central
Hospital in the capital city of Lilongwe.
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Taxing tobacco in southeast Asia
The FCTC Alliance, Philippines (FCAP) has been
advocating for much needed reforms of the so –called 'sin
tax' on tobacco. It has highlighted that at least 90,000
people die every year from tobacco-related diseases, in a
country with an adult smoking prevalence of 28.3 per cent
and 17 per cent youth prevalence and with the lowest
taxes and prices on tobacco in southeast Asia (taxes on
cigarettes are only 30 per cent on average, ranging from
14 per cent to 42 per cent). Research from the World
Health Organization and the Philippine Department of
Health outlines the range of undesirable costs that
tobacco use in the Philippines imposes on society and its
citizens, including diseases and death, increased
healthcare costs and potentially increased hunger,
malnutrition and poverty., if scarce resources are used for
purchasing tobacco. In order to demonstrate the bene its
of taxing tobacco, they show the evidence of a strong
correlation between the real price of tobacco and smoking
levels in countries where this has been measured,
including South Africa, Singapore, Thailand, Canada and
the US. Thus, increasing the price of tobacco through
taxation can have a real positive impact upon public
health. Moreover, the taxes collected will generate
additional revenue, which can be allocated for social
development spending such as health and education.
Action for Economic Reforms (AER) and FCAP have
collaborated on a campaign that has succeeded in pushing
for two tobacco tax reforms bills to be iled in the lower
House of Congress. The bills seek the setting of a single
rate for all cigarettes, increasing the rate and indexing it to
in lation, and earmarking some of the revenues for health
promotions programmes and providing and alternative
livelihood for tobacco farmers.
Similarly, in Indonesia, members of the informal
Indonesian Tobacco Control Network (ITCN), such as
researchers from the University of Indonesia's
Demographic Institute, lobbied members of parliament to
convince them of the need to increase the tobacco tax.
They produced their own reports and fact sheets to make
their case. Supported by a regional tax initiative of the
Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance (SEATCA), they
also provided evidence to their parliamentarian from
elsewhere in the Southeast Asian region, such as on the
impact of the tobacco tax in Thailand (currently at 85 per
cent of the base price of cigarettes), which has contributed
to gradually declining smoking prevalence, yet a tripling
of government revenues from tobacco tax from 1992 to
2009. As a result of this advocacy, the Parliament has
included a new tobacco tax in a local tax bill, the Regional
Tax and Levy Bill, which proposes to increase tobacco
excise tax to 10 per cent at the district level. Tobacco
companies have lobbied to delay the tax until 2014.
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Maquilas in Guatemala
Latin America is a region with an appallingly poor tax
record, extremely low levels of tax collection (on
average around 16 per cent of GDP) and regressive tax
systems. Guatemala is one of the region's worst
performers. According to the Guatemalan tax authority,
the country collected only 11.3 per cent of its GDP in tax
in 2008.
One reason for its extremely low tax collection is the
country's generous tax incentives. Since legislation was
passed in 1989, companies that qualify for 'maquila'
status are exempt from import duty, income tax, taxes
on the repatriation of pro its, VAT, asset taxes and
municipal taxes. The term maquila refers to the textile
sector, but Guatemala's legislation has been repeatedly
expanded, meaning that many more companies bene it
from concessions. While the bene it is supposed to be
temporary in nature- for example income tax
exemptions are for 10 years- the practice prevalent in
Guatemala is for business to close and then reopen with
another address. This way they can apply again for
exempt status.
These tax concessions have a huge iscal cost. The tax
authorities calculated losses under the maquila
legislation as reaching US$524 million in 2005. This
represents a huge chunk of Guatemala's tax take – 15.9
per cent of total collected that year. The practice of
gathering and publishing this data has since been
abandoned, but currently costs would be much higher
as a law modifying the maquila regime was adopted in
2004. It has allowed many more companies to be able to
apply for maquila status and bene it from they
exemptions. Companies qualifying as maquilas include
Colgate Palmolive C.A,, Kellogg C.A and Nestle
Guatemala as well as many other well known, national
irms. A Guatemala CSO, CIIDH, has been monitoring the
tax issue and advocating for tax reforms for a while. It
now says that: The law no longer even resembles the tax
issue and advocating for tax reforms for a while. It now
says that; 'The law no longer even resembles of law to
promote investment and has now become a mechanism
which irms can use to avoid paying taxes.'
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Special economic zones in India
In India, SEZs are being set up across the country since
legislation was passed in 2005. Activists in India have
protested against the SEZs because they say that
farmers are being forced oﬀ their land, with title or no
compensation, to make way for MNCs building factories
and industries parks. In addition to these problems, the
excessive tax breaks oﬀered by the SEZs deprive the
government of revenue that could be used for social
spending.
Companies operating in the SEZs get total tax
exemption for the irst ive years, 50 per cent for the
next two years and up to 50 per cent exemptions on
pro its that are reinvested for another three years.
The Indian Ministry of Finance estimates that in
2008\09, foregone corporate income taxes amounted
to 69'000 Crore Rupees (approximately US $ 15
billion), as a result of tax exemptions in SEZs as well as
other corporate tax deductions.
Jayati Ghosh, professor of economics at Jawaharlal
Nehru University and director of International
Development Economic Associates, says; People are
rightly upset about the land grabbing that is going on for
SEZs. But we have to face the reality that were is going to
be change in land use as India develops. What is
important is how you compensate and rehabilitate
those people who were on the land…. The real issue is
that these tax concessions are obscene. Why should
companies in SEZs pay no tax, while in India we still
don't have money for universal schooling? We spend
only 4 percent of GDP on education, instead of the
aimed- for 6 per cent. If we had full payment of existing
taxes we should have enough money to properly
educate our children or for a public health centre in
every village…. To give up such a huge amount of
government resources is of course a major crime given
the needs of Indian society today and in the future.
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Zambian CSOs challenge mining tax exemptions

In Zambia, mining development agreements were
negotiated with private mining investors who took over
copper mines after the privatization of the Zambian
copper industry in 1998. They oﬀered huge tax
exemptions to mining companies – including setting
royalty rates at 0.6 per cent and corporate income tax at
25 per cent, instead of the 3 per cent royalties and 30
per cent corporate tax speci ied in the Mining Act.
Despite booming international copper prices between
2003 and 2008, these tax breaks have drained
government coﬀers of much- needed revenue for
development spending. In 2004, for example, the
government collected only US$8 million in tax and
royalty revenue from the copper mining industry. In
1992, a year when copper production and international
copper prices were at similar levels to those in 2004,
budget revenue from taxes and royalties was US
US$200 million, in large part due to higher tax
collection from the mines.
Civil society actors in Zambia, including the then Civil
Society Trade Network of Zambia (CSTNZ), churches
and trade unions, took up this issue. They published
research reports, engaged parliamentarians and the
media and raised the level of debate in the country on
the issue of tax exemptions in the mining sector. Partly
as a result of this successful civil society lobbying and
campaigning, in 2008 the government decide to outlaw
the special tax breaks granted to copper mining
companies in the mining development agreements,
requiring the companies to instead revert to paying the
3 per cent stipulated in the law. A special wind fall tax
was also introduced by the government, but it dropped
this a year later under pressure from the mining
companies, partly response to the huge drop in
international copper prices. While this setback reduced
the overall tax revenue paid by the mining companies,
in 2009 the inance minister reported that the
government collected US$77 million in tax and royalty
income from copper mining companies as a result of
the new tax rates- a ten- fold increase compared to
2004.
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Foregone mining revenues
in the Philippines
In the mid-2000, the Philippine government began an
aggressive push to develop the country's mining
sector. The government sees the country's abundant
mineral wealth, still largely buried underground, as
potentially driving economic growth and sustaining it
at a high level.
The government has provided a number of iscal
incentives, including income tax holidays, in order to
attract investors into the sector. Research from Action
for Economic Reforms conducted in 2009 estimates
that in 2004 foregone revenues as a result of these tax
breaks ranged from US$66.8 million to US$244.2
million, which is 80 to 300 per cent of actual tax
collections for the same year. If the highest estimate is
used, foregone revenues from mining in 2004 would
have amounted to 5.68 per cent of national de icit. This
is despite evidence that the determining factors for
mining investors are the quality of minerals in the
Philippines and their current prices, not the tax
breaks, suggesting that the investment would have
come anyway.
The share of the total tax take going to local
government has also been steadily declining. It is
dif icult to know the reasons for the decline, but one
possible explanation is that the mining companies
have been withholding payments to local government
units as mining's fortune has waned. For instance, the
Marinduque Council for Environmental Concerns
reports that Marcopper owes the provincial
government more than US$20 million of unpaid real
property taxes. Mining companies in ancestral domain
lands also have a patchy record in the payment of
royalties to indigenous peoples.
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The Stop EPA campaign highlights
lost trade taxes
When negotiations for EPAs started in 2002, civil
society across ACP states and in Europe got organized
and launched a campaign to 'Stop EPAs'. The concerns
with the proposed agreements included the predicted
impacts on agriculture, industry and jobs- as countries
would be forced to compete with European imports-as
well as the ways in which EPAs would constrain
governments from regulating their economies in the
interest of development and poverty reduction. In
addition, civil society and governments have been
concerned that EPAs would deprive ACP countries of
important tax income, without any guarantees that
these losses would be compensated through
alternative revenue streams. The EU has argued that
the gap in revenue can be illed through aid in the short
term, yet there are no guarantees that additional
inance will be made available in a way that does not
divert resources away from other important
development programmes. Most worryingly,
governments would be sacri icing a sustainable
source of inance that can be generated year on year,
for an increased dependency on EU development
assistance that is likely to be short term if it even
materializes. When EPA campaigners in Europe have
raised this issue with European governments and in
the European Parliament, it has been met with
concern, as even those who believe in the bene its of
free trade agreements tend to recognize that countries
need sustainable tax income. Highlighting this issue
has been one entry point for getting decision –makers
to listen to the broader concerns about EPAs.
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The tax justice campaign in Eurpoe
Tax justice campaigners in Europe, including Tax
Justice Network, Eurodad , Christian Aid, CCFD,
MISEREOR and ActionAid, have been pushing for G20
governments to address the issue of transfer pricing
abuse. The inancial crisis of 2008 created an impetus
for change in OECD countries and created an
opportunity for NGOs and others to introduce the
development impacts of inancial secrecy, calling on
world leaders to address the Problem. The G20
committed to developing proposals to ensure that
developing countries would bene it from the new
cooperative tax environment.
The campaign has a real chance of success, with the EU
and the OECD recognizing the need to address the
problem and appearing to take steps to do so.
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Taxation for education in Nicaragua
In Nicaragua, a coalition of civil society organizations
(CSOs) led by Coordinadora Cvil and Instituto de
Estudios Estrategicos y Politicas Publicas (IEEPP) has
long worked to improve education in the country
through campaigning for increased education
spending. Coalition partners have recently decided to
address tax policy issues and include tax reform as a
speci ic part of their advocacy. This is a result of their
problem and solution analysis, which led them to see
that tax polices-speci ically the level of tax collection
and the inequity within the tax system- are
fundamental obstacles to increasing spending on
education
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Pluspetrol in Peru- from
environmental pollution to tax dodging?
The oil industry in Peru has a chequered record. In a case
at present going through the US courts, one industry giant
is accused over a 30- year period of contamination the
rivers and lands of the indigenous Achuar communities –
causing death, widespread poisoning and destroying
their way of life.
Another company operating in the same part of Peru,
Pluspetrol, has placed rather more emphasis on
community relations- setting up projects to improve
health and nutrition for children, households and
communities. Its aim is to reduce or eliminate social risks
that may lead to violence or put it business activities at
risk. However, even in the case of a company apparently
taking corporate social responsibility seriously, it is not
easy to determine who owns the company.
When local campaigners started to research the company,
they found out that Pluspetrol moved its head of ice from
Argentina to the Netherlands in 2000. They found the
of icial documents that showed the company structure in
database rather than through publicly available sources,
because Pluspetrol's website did not provide the
information.
Because Pluspetrol does not have operations (production
or sales) in the Netherlands, the campaigners wondered
why the company would locate its head of ice there and
turned to the Dutch Centre for Research on Multinational
Corporations (SOMO) to ind out more.
Companies registered in the Netherlands are obliged to
submit to the Dutch Chamber of Commerce an annual
report that is more extensive than the annual report the
company publishers on its website. SOMO searched in the
Dutch Chamber of Commerce database for Pluspetrol,
found a list of subsidiaries provided in its annual report
and drew a company structure.
Pluspetrol's company structure showed that its
subsidiaries in the Netherlands are so called mailbox
companies, indicated by the fact that the company does
not have any employees and is hosted by a trust of ice, an
organization that provides mailbox companies with an
address (a mailbox, rather than a physical of ice).
Pluspetrol also has subsidiaries in secrecy jurisdictions,
such as the Cayman and British Virgin Islands,
Luxembourg and Gibralter, which have no or very low tax
levels and lack transparency.
Although the location is secrecy jurisdictions is not a
proof of any illegal behavior, it indicates that the company
may use inancial structures for aggressive tax planning.
This is a red lag for further investigation.
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Christian Aid's tax campaign in the UK
Christian Aid's tax campaign in the UK sought to target
the UK treasury. The relevant minister had a personal
commitment to Christianity and to social justice.
Christian Aid sent him a report on the links between
the Christian faith and tax justice. The report
resonated with the minister's personal commitment
and beliefs and the realized that his role in the treasury
gave him the power to in luence change. As a result of
this, the minister engaged actively with UK nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) on the issue and
pushed for tax justice at the G20 London summit and at
the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD). There is now commitment from
the G20 to work on supporting developing countries to
bene it from tax information –sharing, and the OECD is
working on country –by county reporting.
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Civil Society engages with the
EITI in Ghana
In Ghana, civil society has engaged with the issue of how
best to use the resources generated by gold mining since
the inception of Ghana's Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative (EITI) in 2003 and has been
seeking to extend that experience to the oil and gas
sector.
Opposition Parties tend to be more open to critiques
about what is happening with the revenues from natural
resource extraction, as they can use this to challenge the
government. As a strategy, civil society therefore
worked with the then opposition party National
Democratic Congress, to persuade it to commit itself in
its manifesto to transparent and accountable
governance of the country's natural resource sector.
After large quantities of oil were discovered in Ghana in
2007 (reportedly to generate at least US$1 billion in
revenues per year for the next 20 years), a round-table
meeting was organized to discuss the extension of EITI
to the oil and gas sector. This brought divisions within
civil society about whether and how to engage with
EITI, because it was seen as donor driven and initiated
by the UK Blair government rather than by Africans.
However, the view of a number of CSOs was that while
EITI was limited in some respects, the best approach
was to work from the inside and seek to broaden and
deepen its scope.
Participation in EITI working groups yielded useful
information and gave civil society more leverage. The
Integrated Social Development Centre (ISODEC)
became a reference for CSOs on the issue. The PWYP
(Publish What You Pay) Norway Global Capacity
Building Programme came at an opportune time to
strengthen civil society's ability to engage, particularly
at the technical level. ISODEC and other CSOs also
carried out awareness- raising workshops at the
community level.
Partly as result of having been lobbied while in
opposition, the new president, Professor John Atta Mills
(who took of ice in January 2009), publicly recognizes
the importance of transparency. The government
agreed to put abridged versions of pro it-sharing
agreements online, including the iscal terms. CSOs are
now pressing for follow-up (including the full versions)
and also for civil society participation in discussing the
proposed Petroleum Revenue Management Bill.
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Tax hits the press in the
Dominican Republic
The Centro de Estudios Sociales Padre Juan
Montalvo, S.J.- or Centro Montalvo as it is commonly
known in the Dominican Republic-has recently
started working on tax. It has actively campaigned
around the budget for many years, with a particular
focus on education spending. Its decision to work on
tax came in 2009 when it started a research project
into the Dominican Republic's tax system. This
research laid bare the extremely low levels of tax
collection in the country-15 per cent of gross
domestic product- and the regressive nature of the
system which weighs heavily on the poor. Following
its press release and launch event for this research in
2010, the organization's work was picked up by a
variety of newspapers. It seems that an NGO speaking
out on tax system was given a clear emphasis in the
media reports. As a result of the coverage, several
private sector representatives have approached
Centro Montalvo to begin a dialogue on tax,
expressing their openness to debate, given the
country's national targets for increasing tax
collection.
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French campaign to stop tax havens
A French campaign against tax havens was launched by
a coalition of CSOs and trade unions in September 2009
ahead of the G20 Pittsburgh summit. Called 'Stop tax
havens' they wanted to demonstrate that much of their
economy was built on making use of tax havens via the
investment decisions of banks, multinationals and
hedge funds.
This was an empowering message as it meant that
citizens could contribute to ending tax haven secrecy by
pressurizing domestic companies to be more
transparent about their activities. At a time of global
economic instability and looming budget cuts, it was
also important to show how both developed and
developing country budgets lost out due to tax havens.
Therefore there was a strong self –interest incentive for
government action as well as a moral one: tackle tax
havens and governments would gain more money!
The campaign has a website so people know where to o
t o g e t i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e y h ave c l e a r p o l i c y
recommendations and kick-started with a public
petition that has so far collected 50.000 signatures.
They indenti ied four diﬀerent stakeholders-citizens,
trade unions, leaders of companies and local councilsand tailored messages and activities to each. In addition
to signing the petition, hundreds of citizens have
written to their banks to ask about their activities in tax
havens. New technology has helped connect activists
across France by using a 'Google map' that identi ies
other interested people in their area.
Local authorities have been asked to get involved by
requiring companies tendering for service contracts to
present their accounting activities on a country – by –
country basis. This approach has already been
endorsed by eight French regions, and the capital Paris
may be next on the list! All of these activities are
designed to build up the pressure for change in advance
of the G20 summit (which France will host) and the
opening of the French presidential election in 2011.
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The campaign for tax justice in Brazil
I n 2007 t he B ra zilia n g overn men t p rop osed
fundamental changes to its tax system. Reforms were
aimed mainly at simplifying tax rules- elimination
certain taxes and bringing an end to the 'tax war'
between Brazilian states-as well as a proposal to end the
link between speci ic taxes and the exclusive inancing
of social policy initiatives. While the reform proposals
were disappointing- given their complete failure to
address equity issues- they also raised new concerns
regarding the inancing of the country's health. Welfare
and social assistance programmes.
Brazilian CSO INESC saw the reform proposal as a
window of opportunity to campaign for progressive tax
reform. They invited ive CSOs to participate with them
in one of the government's public consultations on the
reform. As other group became interested, a network of
more than 100 organizations was formed- the
'Movement in Defence of the Social Rights Threatened
by the Tax Reform', calling for equity to be built into the
reform bill and for social policies to continue to receive
exclusive inancing.
INESC along with ive other organizations formed the
executive committee of the network, with INESC
providing the technical support and coordinating the
lobbying. The network conducted lobby meetings with
representatives from all political parties and managed
to secure the support of a number of MPs. This enabled
them to successfully push for a public debate inside the
National Congress.
Key allies included the trade unions and churches, as
well as a group of academic and state health
departments. (While the government claimed there
would be no losses to social programmes, the Ministry
of Health calculated it was likely to lose US$9 billion).
The public attorney's of ice also assisted the campaign
with several of icial requests for information from the
government.
Although the campaign was not able to force more
progressive amendments to the tax reforms bill, its key
success was in blocking the approval of the tax reforms
bill for now (though it is likely to reappear with the new
government). Given that tax reforms is now irmly
established on the agenda of a large number of CSOs,
INESC expects the network to continue to advocate for
tax justice in the future.
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Jarsey banks walking tour and public event
In March 2009, ahead of the G20 summit in London in
April, European civil society networks- including the
Tax Justice Network, Attac France and Attac Jersey,
Christian Aid and Bank Track- organized a campaigning
event on the island of Jersey. Jersey is known as a
secrecy jurisdiction because it doesn't readily provide
information for foreign governments who suspect that
tax evasion is taking place within its banking system. It
is also referred to as a tax haven because it provides low
tax for both resident and non-resident savings and
other assets.
On the irst evening, a public meeting was organized in
the parish hall to discuss the eﬀects of tax havens on
poverty, the perils of dictators' secret bank accounts,
and the links between inancial secrecy and the
inancial crisis. Political and business representatives
were invited, including the chief minister, senators and
councilors. One MP came and much of what he said
supported the campaign. This gave the campaign more
political credibility.
The following day, a walking tour of diﬀerent banks was
organized, in the tradition of historical walks for
tourists common in Britain. Representatives from the
media were invited to attend. The tour stopped in front
of each bank, with participants speaking about the
campaign in their own language to the national media.
Representatives from both the French and British
media attended the event in great members. The media
and activists beyond Jersey were kept up to date with
live blogging and a Twitter channel. The Speeches were
also recorded on video, checked for libel, and put on You
Tube for public viewing.
The combination of a public event, walking tour, media
work, and internet- based campaigning was what
provided a successful campaigning event.
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NGO engagement with the mining
company Vedanta
In 2007, UK NGOs ACTSA, Christian Aid and SCIAF
published the joint report Undermining
Development?- Copper Mining in Zambia which
questioned the Vedanta mining company's cooperate
social responsibility record. This was followed in early
2008 by an email campaign asking Vedanta's chief
executive of icer (CEO) to ensure that its Zambian
subsidiary Konkola Copper Mines would not oppose
the government's new mining tax regime, which
required companies operating in the country to pay
fairer levels of taxes and royalties. Thousands of
postcards and emails were also sent to Standard Life
Investment, one of Vedanta's biggest investors at the
time. This campaigning resulted in a meeting between
ACTSA, Christian Aid and ACIAF representatives and
Vedanta's CEO. Several days after this meeting,
Vedanta came out in public to con irm that it would not
challenge the new tax measures, which was critical for
Zambia as its subsidiary Konkola accounted for
around 50 per cent of copper production in the
country at that time. The combination of public
pressure and private lobbying was hugely eﬀective in
this case.
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Trace the Tax campaign
Christian Aid has been campaigning to raise awareness
of the billions lost to developing countries from tax
evasion and avoidance by unscrupulous companies.
The campaign calls on the International Accounting
Standard Board (IASB) to introduce an international
country-by-country reporting standard that requires
irms to report the pro its made and taxes paid in every
country they operate in. The IASB is a little –known, but
very powerful, body based in the UK that devises the
rules covering how corporations should produce their
annual accounts. More than 100 governments
worldwide tend to tuber-stamp its inding into law.
The IASB is part-funded by the 'Big Four' accountancy
irms- Pricewaterhouse Coopers, Deloitte, Ernest &
Young and KPMG. In 2009, Christian Aid decided to
directly target the Big Four with a post card and email
campaign. There is evidence to suggest that this had a
signi icant impact, but more pressure was needed. To
increase the campaign's momentum, Christian Aid
decided to target the clients of the accountancy irmsthe big names in the private sector. It was hopes that
their support would make it almost impossible for the
IASB and the accountancy irms to say 'no' to county-bycountry reporting. In 2010, Christian Aid contacted the
CEOs of all the 100 biggest companies' registered in the
UK (the FTSE 100 irms), asking them to complete a
con idential online survey on country-by-country
reporting. Christen Aid campaigners sent 'reminder'
emails, so that many companies did eventually respond.
However, very few companies responded in support of
country –by- country reporting.
The campaign has now decided to engage supporters
with four FTSE companies that are well-known brands
in the UK and which have subsidiaries in developing
countries. Each of the four companies selected is
audited by a diﬀerent one of the Big Four accountancy
irms in the next stages, the campaign will be using
number of the above mentioned campaign tools to
mobilize campaigners. Campaigners will call one these
companies to speak out publicly in favour of countryby-country reporting and to ask their auditor to
support this new standard too. In that way, the
campaign will keep up the pressure on the Big Four
accountancy irms and the IASB to push for global
accounting rules that will help poor countries and their
citizens trace the taxes they're owed. In this case, public
campaigning will be used to positively persuade these
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Trace the Tax campaign
c o m p a n i e s to j o i n t h e d rive fo r g re a te r t a x
transparency- rather than aggressively campaigning
against them. The campaign is not accusing the
companies of tax dodging, nor is it asking the
companies to introduce country-by-country reporting
unilaterally before an international standard is
introduces. The whole point is to harness the immense
power of some of the world's largest MNCs to increase
political pressure on the Big Four and the IASB.
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UK Uncut campaign
In October 2010, the UK's coalition government
announced swinging cuts to government budgets and
public sector jobs. In response many campaigners
pointed the inger at the government for cutting
services and jobs while letting the banks pay bonuses
and certain private sector companies avoid billions in
tax, as they saw it. One group of campaigners- loosely
connected and mobilized entirely through social
networking sites and mobile phones- selected two
companies targets will known to UK consumers:
Vodafone and Sir Philip Green, the owner of Arcadia
which includes many of the UK's leading clothes
retailers. Taking the streets with 'tax dodgers'
placards, they organized sit-ins, pickets, lash mobs
and even superglued the main doors of a big clothes
shop on London's Oxford Street. Although only a
relatively small group of protesters involved, this
direct action attached huge media attention, including
the inancial press. Early evidence suggests that these
protests- the irst such protests on British streets
against perceived corporate tax dodging- have sent
shock waves through the private sector.
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Focus in Internet Media
The focus on the Global South Facebook page is a
forum for sharing campaign updates, information and
videos among activities.
Global Financial Integrity Twitter Page is used both to
announce key reports being launched by the institute
and to highlight news stories, recent blog entries,
books and other publications that are related to the
campaign
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